* READING AND WRITING *
public gets nowadays, seeing the vie intime of unattain-
able circles, and sometimes being deliriously shocked at
it. As the author himself was not always quite one of the
circle he drew, his picture would heighten the glamour
in a most gratifying way. 6My son, sir,' the elder Dis-
raeli proudly remarked, 'has never, I believe, even seen a
Duke.' Who can forget the picture of the Young Duke
playing cards all day and all night and all next day till he
was knee deep in cards?

Sometimes, of course, the author knew the characters
he portrayed intimately, and then the publishers, know-
ing the value of the personal touch, would urge Him to
include as many recognisable characters as possible.
Lady Clarinda in Crotchet Castle explains how she was
asked to write a novel.

'Captain Fitzchrome: But I must say, though I know
you had always a turn for sketching characters, you sur-
prise me by your observation, and especially by your
attention to opinions.

'Lady Clarinda: Well, I will tell you a secret: I am
writing a novel.

''Captain Fitzchrome: A novel!

'Lady Clarinda: Yes, a novel. And I shall get a little
finery by it: trinkets and fal-lals, which I cannot get
from papa. You must know I have been reading several
fashionable novels, the fashionable this, and the fashion-
able that 5 and I thought to myself, why I can do better
than any of these myself. So I wrote a chapter or two,
and sent them as a specimen to Mr. Puffall? the book-
seller, tilling him they were to be a part of the fashion-
able something or other, and he offered me I will not say
how much, to finish it in three volumes, and let him pay
all the newspapers for recommending it as the work of a
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